Information Years
for parents
Foundation
1–2

Years 3–4

Years 5–6

Years 7–8

Years 9–10

Foundation

Years 3–4

Years 5–6

Years 7–8

Years 9–10

THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM
– FOUNDATION YEAR
Years 1–2

THE AUSTRALIAN
CURRICULUM
The Australian Curriculum is designed to
develop:
•

successful learners

•

confident and creative individuals

•

active and informed young people who
are ready to take their place in society.

It sets the goal for what all students should
learn as they progress through their school
life – wherever they live in Australia and
whatever school they attend.
The Australian Curriculum with its eight
learning areas provides a modern curriculum
for every student in Australia. Included in the
content of learning areas are seven general
capabilities intended to help prepare young
Australians to learn, live and work in the 21st
century. There are three cross-curriculum
priorities that are also a focus across the
learning areas.
The Australian Curriculum
is flexible so that
teachers can plan the
learning for all their
students, also taking
into account their local
school community.

For more information,
see our fact sheet:
The Australian
Curriculum – an
overview for parents.

THE FIRST
YEAR OF
SCHOOL
In their first year of
school, students
learn through
teaching interactions
with others,
experimentation,
practice and play
in the classroom
and school community.
Priority is given to literacy and numeracy
development as these are the foundations upon
which further learning is built. Opportunities
to develop literacy and numeracy are found
in all subjects but particularly in English and
Mathematics. Learning in a classroom and
belonging to a school community are key to
the first year at school.
Each state and territory has a different name for the first
formal year of schooling such as ‘Reception’, ‘Kindergarten’
‘Pre-Primary’ or ‘Prep’.
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English
that entertain and inform,
In the first year of school, students view, listen to and enjoy texts
create texts.  
such as picture books or, rhymes. They begin to learn to read and
Typically, students will:
communicate with others in familiar situations
ulary
read stories with one or more sentences, pictures and familiar vocab
recognise rhyming words, syllables and sounds
recognise letters and the most
common sounds the letters make

a picture
t includes
a
h
t
t
x
e
t
Creates a

listen to, read and view picture books,
stories, poetry, information books,
films and performances
write some words
recognise some words and develop
skills in ‘sounding out’ words

create their own texts such as giving
information orally or in writing;
presenting a narrative, which may
include pictures.

Mathematics

h
events wit
Connects
he week.
days of t

In the first year of school, students develop a sense of number,
order, sequence, pattern and position in relation to familiar
settings.
Typically, students will:
connect numbers, their names and quantities up to 20

count numbers in sequences up to 20, continue patterns
and compare lengths of objects

use materials to model problems, sort objects and discuss
answers

rder,
Number, o
pattern,
sequence,
position

group and sort shapes and objects

connect events with days of the week

develop an understanding of location words,
such as above, outside, left.

2

Foundation

Years 1–2

Years 3–4

Years 5–6

Years 7–8

Years 9–10

Health and Physical Education
Students learn through active play, and practise fundamental
movement skills. They learn about how their body is growing
and changing, about their strengths, how to be healthy, safe
and active, and about respectful relationships with others.

Typically students will:

use their strengths to help others

name trusted people in their community, who can help
them stay safe and healthy

describe emotions of people who are happy, sad, excited, tired, angry,

scared or confused

move in different speeds and directions, be aware of others and follow

rules

group foods into ‘eat always’ and ‘eat sometimes’

play games from different cultures

move in time with a partner when music is played.

Humanities and
Social Sciences

By experimenting, practising and
playing in
familiar situations, students use the
ir natural
curiosity to make sense of their wor
ld, and to
develop history and geography kno
wledge
and skills about people and places
.

Typically, students will:

explore their personal world, incl
uding
personal and family histories

investigate places they and their
families
live in and belong to

find out about other places through
stories told in books, or by family
members and other
people, and how people
feel about places
explore why places are
special and how students
and other people can care
for places.

Science

n and observation,
Through exploratio
science works.
students learn how
s
world to find answer
They explore their
to questions.
Typically, students

will:

of living things
explore the needs
erties of
investigate the prop
everyday materials
our world, for
explore changes in
r
example, the weathe
move.
explore how things

Identifies a place that
is special to them.
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Technologies

The Arts

Through exploration, design and
problemsolving, students learn how technolo
gies work.
Typically, students will:

r experiences and
Students share thei
emselves through
understanding of th
d artworks.
exploring the arts an
will:
Typically, students

Years 5–6

in Design and Technologies

hers dance and
in Dance, watch ot
nd them when they
respect those arou
are dancing
play to act out
in Drama, use role
ories
familiar events or st
a camera to record
in Media Arts, use
view
images for others to
unds when
in Music, explore so
d making music
listening, singing an
ond to and create
in Visual Arts, resp
by drawing and
a variety of artworks
painting.

design and create solutions to
challenges through guided play and
by
safely using materials and equipm
ent

in Digital Technologies

work safely online, represent dat
a as
pictures, symbols and diagrams,
and
sequence steps to solve simple problem
s.

o

t t
able s
t
ep
s a
Use nce st
e
sequ

Languages

Creates artworks by
drawing and painting

language
opportunity to learn a
Students may have an
other than English.   
s will:
the language, student
ing
rn
lea
en
wh
y,
all
pic
Ty
age
and patterns of a langu
ms
yth
rh
,
ds
un
so
te
ita
im
al
phrases, and non-verb
use simple words and
s in familiar situations
communication strategie
ort.
words with visual supp
read and write simple
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THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM
– YEARS 1 AND 2

Foundation

Years 1–2

THE AUSTRALIAN
CURRICULUM

YEARS 1 AND 2

The Australian Curriculum is designed to
develop:
•

successful learners

•

confident and creative individuals

•

active and informed young people who
are ready to take their place in society.

It sets the goal for what all students should
learn as they progress through their school
life – wherever they live in Australia and
whatever school they attend.
The Australian Curriculum with its eight
learning areas provides a modern curriculum
for every student in Australia. Included in the
content of learning areas are seven general
capabilities intended to help prepare young
Australians to learn, live and work in the 21st
century. There are three cross-curriculum
priorities that are also a focus across the
learning areas.
The Australian Curriculum is flexible so that
teachers can plan the learning for all their
students, also taking into account their local
school community.

For more information, see our fact sheet:
The Australian Curriculum – an overview for
parents.

Priority is given to the important areas of
literacy and numeracy development.
English and Mathematics are the core subjects
for this, however, literacy and numeracy are
found in all subjects.
By the end of Year 2, students have a much
stronger understanding of themselves and have
begun to connect with the wider community.

Years 1-2 Learning Areas
ice
School cho

English

Technologies
Humanities

Maths

The Arts
Science

Languages

E
Health & P
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Foundation

Years 1–2
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English
development of literacy.
The English curriculum for Years 1 and 2 places a strong focus on the
such as picture books,
Students listen to and enjoy texts that entertain, inform and persuade,
learn to create a range
non-fiction and film.  Students grow into more independent readers,
.  
of different texts and become more confident when they communicate
Typically, students will:
films and some online texts
listen to, read, view and talk about simple information books, stories,
with other students,
independently read books and discuss what they have read or viewed
ive
teachers or family members
Creates a short informat
t for a specific purpose.

tex
sound out or recognise words
use simple punctuation, such as capital letters and full stops
write about their experiences, tell a story or talk about
topics they have covered in the class

spell a number of common words correctly
and write in sentences
add pictures to what they write
produce their texts using computers or other devices
listen and give talks to the class about a topic they
are interested in
develop readable handwriting.

Mathematics
Mathematics in Years 1 and 2 places a strong focus on the develo
pment
of numeracy. Students are introduced to mathematical symbols and
language to communicate and explain mathematical ideas; they pose
basic
mathematical questions and develop simple strategies to investigate
and
solve simple problems.  
Typically, students will:
describe number sequences and locate numbers on a number line

represent simple fractions using pictures

learn about Australian money

describe and draw shapes and objects, and use units to measure length

ates
Demonstr
counting
patterns

learn to tell the time from an analogue clock, and use a calendar
to
determine the date

describe the outcome of a chance event

collect and investigate data collected from simple problems.

2

Foundation

Years 1–2

Years 3–4

Years 5–6

Years 7–8

Years 9–10

Health and Physical Education
Students start to learn more about themselves and explore their abilitie
s. Through physical play
with and without equipment, they learn skills like problem-solving
and persistence, and become
more confident and cooperative.
Typically, students will:
practise what to do and how to get help when they feel uncomfortabl

e or unsafe

talk about similarities and differences in families

talk about actions that make the classroom a healthy, safe and active

recognise and practise various emotional responses

place

learn simple movement skills and understand
how their body reacts to physical activity

learn to take turns, share equipment and
include others in games and activities.

Humanities and
Social Sciences

In Years 1 and 2, experimentatio
n, practice
and play in personal and familiar
situations
aim to harness students’ curiosity
about
people, places and how things wor
k, to make
sense of their world and develop
history and
geography knowledge and skills.

Typically, students will:

investigate family life now and in pas
t
generations, and how families are
diverse

investigate natural and human-ma
de
features of places, how the world
is
represented on maps, and studen
ts’
connections to other parts of the
world
explore changes in their lives and
their environment, such as change
of
seasons and how people celebra
te
explore how technology affects peo
ple’s
lives at home, work, play and in oth
er
ways, now and in the past.

Science

udents learn to
In Years 1 and 2, st
rving and exploring
investigate by obse
d
em and by posing an
the world around th
nise
. They learn to orga
ns
tio
es
qu
g
in
er
sw
an
d
look for patterns an
their observations,
out their world.
make predictions ab
will:
Typically, students
ings and the
learn about living th
r patterns that
environment; look fo
of living things
occur in life cycles
n change or
explore how they ca
materials
combine everyday
and sound are
examine how light
produced
systems, including
investigate simple
r environment and
water systems, in ou
r.
e way we use wate
how these affect th
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Technologies

The Arts

t forms, students,
Through various ar
groups, participate
independently or in
ct their growing
to express and refle
to
e world. They begin
understanding of th
skills.    
learn arts technical
Typically, students

Years 7–8

will:

,
one and with others
in Dance, dance al
space and people
being aware of the
around them
t
role play and act ou
in Drama, engage in
ity
s from the commun
plays based on storie
d create music and
in Music, listen to an
es them feel
discuss how it mak
ss media images of
in Media Arts, discu
s
gs in community storie
characters and settin
e a variety of
in Visual Arts, explor
t
and display their ar
materials to create
view.
works for others to

Through exploration, design and
problemsolving, students learn how digital
and
other technologies work and how
to
create solutions with technologies.
  

Typically, students will:

in Design and Technologies

design and safely make a product,
for
example, create a musical instrum
ent
using recycled materials
explore how food and clothing are
produced and how food can be
prepared for healthy eating

in Digital Technologies

represent data as pictures, symbols
and diagrams
break down a problem into parts
and sequence the steps in finding
a
solution, for example, controlling a
toy with digital technologies.

Languages
Students may have an opportunity to learn a language other than English.  
Typically, when learning the language, students will:
use simple words and phrases to respond to instructions and
participate in shared learning experiences

with visual support, read simple phrases and sentences that have
familiar vocabulary, and write some words and simple sentences.

gain insights into other cultures and ways of relating to the world.
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THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM
– YEARS 3 AND 4
Years 1–2

THE AUSTRALIAN
CURRICULUM

YEARS 3 AND 4

The Australian Curriculum is designed to
develop:
•

successful learners

•

confident and creative individuals

•

active and informed young people who
are ready to take their place in society.

It sets the goal for what all students should
learn as they progress through their school
life – wherever they live in Australia and
whatever school they attend.
The Australian Curriculum with its eight
learning areas provides a modern curriculum
for every student in Australia. Included in the
content of learning areas are seven general
capabilities intended to help prepare young
Australians to learn, live and work in the 21st
century. There are three cross-curriculum
priorities that are also a focus across the
learning areas.
The Australian Curriculum is flexible so that
teachers can plan the learning for all their
students, also taking into account their local
school community.

For more information, see our fact sheet:
The Australian Curriculum – an overview for
parents.

In Years 3 and 4, students become more
independent; they communicate with others
more effectively.
English and Mathematics continue to be
a priority, and literacy and numeracy are
developed across all learning areas.
The curriculum further builds the essential
knowledge and skills in literacy, consolidating
‘learning to read and write’.

Years 3-4 Learning Areas
ice
School cho

English

Technologies
Languages
Maths

The Arts
Science
E
Health & P

Humanities

1

Foundation

Years 1–2

Years 3–4

Years 5–6

Years 7–8

Years 9–10

English
relates to other learning
In Years 3 and 4, students read and write about familiar content that
r books and non-fiction
areas. Students read more difficult texts on their own, such as chapte
information and can write in different styles.
Typically, students will:
e imaginative and

read and understand a range of different types of texts that explor
informative topics
recognise and write texts that persuade and explain
write imaginative texts that include characters and events

ng
recognise that pictures or graphics can be important to add meani
audience and purpose
recognise different kinds of language used in text, depending on the
learn information or ideas from texts
ces
use mostly correct grammar, including simple and compound senten
use accurate spelling and punctuation, and edit their own writing

plan and make presentations to the class
ing clearly with others.
engage in discussions to share ideas and information, communicat

Mathematics
In Years 3 and 4, students further develop their understanding of
number, patterns and relationships, measurement and geometry.
Modelling fractions and decimals using concrete materials is a
crucial focus at this stage.  
Typically, students will:
choose strategies to add, subtract, multiply and divide

represent the value of money and make simple calculations

recall multiplication facts

represent fractions on a number line

explore addition, subtraction and multiplication number patterns

Creates a
multiplication number
pattern and explains
their thinking.

measure temperatures, lengths, shapes and objects

solve problems involving time, and read maps

create symmetrical shapes and classify angles

construct graphs and list a likelihood of events.
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Years 3–4

Years 1–2

Years 5–6

Years 7–8

Years 9–10

Science
Students develop their understanding about how science relates
to
their lives. They pose and answer questions and investigate in a more
systematic way, developing understanding of a fair test and variab
les.  

Typically, students will:

observe heat as a form of energy and investigate how it affects solids

explore regular and predictable cycles through a study of day and night

explore the action of forces

realise that living things form parts of ecosystems

understand that actions of humans can have an effect on their world.

Humanities and
Social Sciences

Students draw on their growing exp
erience of the
community and beyond, and use
observations and
information sources to develop und
erstandings
about history, geography, civics and
citizenship.  

Typically, students will investiga

te:

diverse people, cultures and env
ironments
in Australia and neighbouring cou
ntries; how
different individuals and groups hav
e contributed
to their communities, past and pre
sent
significant days in Australia’s hist
ory, such as
Australia Day, Anzac Day and Sor
ry Day
early explorers and British colonisa
tion of Australia
diverse cultures of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait
Islander Peoples, and those who
live and lived
in the local area
geographic characteristics of Afri
ca, South
America and Australia, and how
natural
resources are used and managed
rules and laws, and how the loca
l government
makes decisions and serves their
community
groups they belong to, and how peo
ple
contribute to the community and
the
environment through responsible
actions.

Health and ucation
Physical Ed
Students learn about changes they
experience as they grow up, valuing
difference in others. They develop more
complicated movement skills.
Typically, students will:
talk about challenge, risk, success and
failure, and how these affect the way
they see themselves
keep themselves and others safe and
healthy in and out of the classroom
build positive relationships and become
more aware of emotions

understand their own family background,
and value all people and cultures
including their own
play games in a range of outdoor places
improve their skills in different activities
use rules, scoring, tactics, fair play and
teamwork.
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Technologies

The Arts

e independently or
Students participat
s and reflect their
in groups to expres
ing of the world
growing understand
t forms. They further
through different ar
cal skills in The Arts
develop their techni
s.
hers create art work
and explore how ot
will:
Typically, students

nces to tell a story
in Dance, create da
performances from
in Drama, develop
oks
stories or picture bo
chnologies to
in Media Arts, use te
d words and record
change images, ad
sounds
explore
in Music, sing and
te music
instruments to crea
at an artist’s work
in Visual Arts, look
n, experimenting
and create their ow
as paint, crayons,
with materials, such
pencils.
markers and colour

Students build on concepts, skills
and
processes developed in earlier yea
rs of Design
and Technologies, and Digital Techno
logies.

Typically, students will:

in Design and Technologies

draw, label and model ideas whe
n
designing and producing solution
s
such as creating a toy that moves

plan steps to produce solutions and
learn to manage their time
in Digital Technologies

identify and learn how to follow saf
ety
rules when working online

identify problems and solve them,
for example, identifying stages of
a
game and decisions that a player
must make to win
create a range of digital solutions,
such
as coding simple interactive gam
es.

Languages
Students may have an opportunity to learn a language other than English
.  

Typically, when learning the language, students will:

participate in classroom routines, interactions and learning activiti
es
that involve listening, responding and initiating

learn new words and use familiar vocabulary to make simple
statements and ask simple questions

communicate in familiar interactions and situations such as
participating in performances and play

explore the relationship between culture and ways of communicating.
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THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM
– YEARS 5 AND 6
Years 1–2

THE AUSTRALIAN
CURRICULUM

YEARS 5 AND 6

The Australian Curriculum is designed to
develop:
•

successful learners

•

confident and creative individuals

•

active and informed young people who
are ready to take their place in society.

It sets the goal for what all students should
learn as they progress through their school
life – wherever they live in Australia and
whatever school they attend.
The Australian Curriculum with its eight
learning areas provides a modern curriculum
for every student in Australia. Included in the
content of learning areas are seven general
capabilities intended to help prepare young
Australians to learn, live and work in the 21st
century. There are three cross-curriculum
priorities that are also a focus across the
learning areas.
The Australian Curriculum is flexible so that
teachers can plan the learning for all their
students, also taking into account their local
school community.

For more information, see our fact sheet:
The Australian Curriculum – an
overview for parents.

In Years 5 and 6, students develop an
ability to take positive actions for their
wellbeing; they relate to others and
communicate well with others; they ask
challenging questions and seek answers;
they make informed decisions and act
responsibly.
The development of information and
communication technology skills increases
across the curriculum at this level.

Years 5-6 Learning Areas
ice
School cho

English

Languages
The Arts

Maths

Technologies
Science
E
Health & P

Humanities

1

Foundation

Years 1–2

Years 3–4

Years 5–6

Years 7–8

Years 9–10

English
and can express their thoughts
Students read and compare complex texts, for enjoyment and learning,
of well-constructed texts
and opinions about what they have read. They can write a wide variety
unicate with others in most
such as reviews, reports and narratives. Students develop skills to comm
to other subjects.
settings. They can transfer the literacy skills developed in English
Typically, students will:
analyse and explain how authors organise their texts
select vocabulary to represent ideas, characters and events

compare and analyse information in different texts
use evidence from a text to explain their response to it
, including topics
using electronic devices, create detailed texts about a range of topics

they have been studying
complex sentences
demonstrate understanding of grammar, including the ability to write
develop an expanding vocabulary
use accurate spelling and punctuation

sing to contribute

use speaking strategies including questioning, clarifying and rephra
to class discussions.

Mathematics
Students extend their knowledge of the key areas of mathematics
,
particularly of fractions and decimals. They increasingly use model
s,
pictures and symbols to represent and communicate mathematical ideas.

Typically, students will:

place positive and negative numbers on a number line

add and subtract fractions and decimals

compare and interpret statistical graphs

convert between 12- and 24-hour time and interpret timetables

continue and create sequences, involving whole numbers, fractio
ns and decimals,
and describe rules

measure length, area, volume, capacity and mass, and calculate
perimeter and area
of rectangles

list outcomes of chance experiments

apply fractions, decimals, percentages, angles and measurements

explain mental strategies for calculations

to solve problems

pose appropriate questions for statistical investigations.
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Years 1–2

Years 3–4

Years 5–6

Years 7–8

Years 9–10

Health and Physical Education
Students become even more connected with their peers and the world
around them.
They learn what influences them, how relationships change over
time and how to promote
health. They develop more complex movement skills.
Typically, students will:
learn skills for coping with puberty

learn skills to establish and manage respectful relationships, including

understand how media and important people in their lives influence

experience and learn about roles and responsibilities in teams

dealing with friendships
them

develop their ability to participate in outdoor activities and learn how
this can

learn how to find out places they can get reliable information
or help about health, safety and wellbeing

develop more specialised skills for games,
sports and other physical activities, and play
games from their own and other cultures.

Humanities and
Social Sciences

Students draw on their growing exp
erience of the
wider world and use concrete info
rmation sources to
learn about history, geography, civi
cs and citizenship,
and economics and business.

Typically, students will:

support wellbeing

Science

and
to look for patterns
Students learn how
rtant
recognise the impo
relationships. They
investigations. They
role of variables in
ce.
ns based on eviden
develop explanatio
Typically, students

will:

d
ns in living things an
investigate adaptatio
the environment
their interactions with
dy of materials and
add gases to their stu
l changes
investigate chemica
system and the
investigate the solar
behaviour of light
and earthquakes
investigate volcanoes
tanding of historical
deepen their unders
ions to science
and cultural contribut
ce influences
understand how scien

investigate Australia’s development
from colony
to nation, migration and settlement
patterns, and
contributions of people and groups
explore geographic characteristics
of Europe, North
America and Asia, and the world’s
cultural diversity
learn about struggles for citizenship
and human rights
community
in different groups, in Australia’s pas
t and present
decisions.
explore people’s use of natural res
ources to satisfy
needs and wants, and how consum
er choices
affect other people and the environ
ment
learn about Australia’s democratic
values, laws,
government and elections
tes ideas
Communica
investigate people’s participation in
d graphic
the community
using labelle
text
to achieve civic goals.
ations and
represent
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Technologies

The Arts
e way the world is
Students explore th
ue
ts as well as contin
represented by artis
d
n understandings an
to develop their ow
chnical
rther develop their te
experiences. They fu
ks.
or
w others create artw
skills and explore ho
Typically, students

Years 5–6

will:

ing balance and
in Dance, dance us
wing a set of steps
coordination, by follo
and perform a
in Drama, rehearse
ing expression to
variety of plays, us
engage an audience
e
e, plan and produc
in Media Arts, explor
as advertisements
media artworks such
sing and perform
in Music, rehearse,
and pitch
music with rhythm
e why artists create
in Visual Arts, explor
the artworks are
artworks and whom
created for.

Languages

Students use design processes to
produce
solutions. They further develop the
ir knowledge
and understanding of digital system
s and data;
they improve their computational
thinking.

Typically, students will:

in Design and Technologies

use materials or technologies whe
n
designing, producing and evalua
ting
solutions, for example, a plan for
a new
kitchen garden
represent ideas and solutions in a
variety
of ways, such as sketches and mo
dels
develop plans to complete tasks

in Digital Technologies

use simple coding to develop and
evaluate
digital solutions, such as games or
quizzes
act to ensure their personal safety
when
engaging online
collect, interpret and manage a ran
ge of
data, using digital systems.

Students may have an oppo
rtunity to learn a language
other than English.
Typically, when learning

a language, students will:

use the language to comm
unicate more accurately an
d
fluently to exchange inform
ation, express ideas and fee
lings
use vocabulary and gramm
atical resources to compos
e
and comprehend various typ
es of texts
use a range of cues and str
ategies to assist their
comprehension
reflect on the relationship be
tween language,
culture and identity.
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