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Principal's Report
It was great to finally have our first assembly for this year and gather together to celebrate Harmony
Day. As one of the most culturally diverse schools in the South East, it was a great opportunity to
celebrate what makes us a unique setting. We are privileged to be able to learn in a school that is so
culturally diverse.
It was great to see so many students and staff wearing orange to recognise and celebrate Harmony
Day.
Our next assembly will be on Friday 8th April and will be in the gym unless the rules change.
COVID changes
The COVID rules are continually changing so we are doing our best to keep up to date and keep you
informed. When we have cases on site, we will inform parents at the end of each day to avoid sending
multiple messages.
With the expected rise in cases over the next few weeks, please make sure your children are well
before attending school. If they test positive, we need to be informed as soon as possible so we can
determine whether they attended when infectious.
The isolation period has been reduced to 7 days when positive or a community or family close contact.
School contacts can still attend unless unwell or have symptoms.
Please be aware that COVID is also having an impact on staffing, so there may be occasions where your
class teacher will not be available and students have relief teachers, are split to other classes or have to
combine classes. Students who get support may also have days where we don’t have staff available to
provide additional support. We will manage this day by day and thank you for your understanding.
NAPLAN
Students in Year 3 and 5 will take part in the NAPLAN assessments in May. Last Thursday, the students
participated in a practice test to check that the system can manage as well as giving the students an
idea of what to expect. It was a good learning experience for all involved. If you would like to know more
about these assessments, please speak to your child’s teacher.
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SPORTS Day
Two key events coming up:
Thursday 7th April – SAPSASA athletics carnival at MGHS. Students who have registered interest and have
met the qualification process will be invited to attend. Melissa Russell will coordinate this day and send home
permission slips for those invited.
Thursday 14th April- School Sports Day. We will finish the term with our Annual Sports Day. At this stage,
parents will be able to attend, subject to some restrictions. We will not know what these will be until closer to
the date.
If for any reason this cannot go ahead, you will be informed immediately and it will be postponed.
For now we are anticipating a full program and a great way to finish the term.
Paul Harmer
Principal

Reading at home
This week we share information with you about reading at home. Reading is a skill that needs to be
practiced for children to become confident readers.
If you would like to volunteer some time to listen to reading at school please speak with your
classroom teacher.
How can I support my child with reading at home?
Take the time to read to your child on a regular basis, such as at bedtime or after a snack when they
come home from school. If possible, provide a quiet place with no distractions so they can focus on
the task in hand. Try not to rush this special time with your child, as making reading fun is vital.
Reading to your child helps them to hear the language written in books and learn how to take in
new information. Stories also introduce them to new and unfamiliar situations. Children who are
read to at home—or read at home themselves—even if just for a few minutes every day, can make
far greater progress than those who do not.
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Teachers will choose the books your child brings home each week. Early on, teachers may only send
home books for you to read to your child. Or they may give your child individual letters, words or
sentences to practise reading. Later, they may send readers home for your child to read to you.
These readers will contain words that they learning to ‘sound out’ at school. You may notice that
their readers have a limited vocabulary. This is because, in the early stages of learning to read,
words need to follow regular sound-symbol patterns, like dog, fan and hop. In the classroom,
children are taught to work out the words for themselves: with practise, their reading will get better
and they will become faster and more confident.
Department for education, South Australia.
Lisa Tapp
Deputy Principal

Introducing our 2022 School Captains
Congratulations to these two young ladies who are our School Captains for 2022. Both girls have prior
leadership experience and are excellent role models for our school. We look forward to seeing you
about the place and hearing your ideas. Daytona and Alexis will be supported by Vice Captains, Jasmine
and Ryder.
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Week 8: Friday 25/03/2022 - School Assembly
Week 10: Wednesday 06/04/2022 - Photo Day
Friday 08/04/2022 - School Assembly
Week 11: Thursday 14/04/2022 - Sports Day
Friday 15/04/2022 - Good Friday (Public Holiday)

Red Cross
We received a call from Red Cross on Monday morning with a very generous offer. Kellogs have
teamed with the Red Cross to donate cereal and LCM bars to those in need. Kyle and some of
our fabulous students helped the team from Red Cross carry the boxes from the van to the
NEST.
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Welcome to Room 19
In Room 19 we have been studying Storm Boy by Colin Thiele and using this book as a model for learning
how to use noun groups, personifications and similes to write descriptions that 'paint' good pictures in
the reader's mind.
We spent a lot of the first half of the term completing our Identity Posters. This included art work and
writing about ourselves. They will be on display in our classroom so you can come and visit us to see our
work.
In Civics and Citizenship we have just started a Unit about Voting and the Government - Having a State
Election on the weekend was perfect timing to help students understand the relevance of this work. We
will be having our own mock election for the representative for the Mount Gambier Electorate on
Wednesday to show students how preferential voting works.
Also this week we will be working in pairs to cook stacks of pancakes for our Annual Pancake Day
Fundraiser.
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Pancake Day 2022
Tuesday was pancake day, and what a treat they were. Room 1 and Room 19 spent the morning making
pancakes for the whole school. The cost was $1 per pancake and all money raised is going to be
donated to Uniting Care going directly to our local community. Pancake Day is Uniting Care South
Australia's leading fundraising event. Each year thousands of people show their support by making and
eating pancakes. This year $344.65 was raised. Well done to all involved.
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Home Reading Tips and Information for Parents

Should the books be easy or difficult?
The books that children bring home to read, should be at a slightly lower level than what they are reading in the classroom. It is
meant to be an enjoyable experience for both parents and their children. Not stressful!
If your child is getting stuck on every second word, then the book is too hard for them. This can get frustrating for both you and your
child which is not setting them up for a positive experience. I would suggest having a chat to their teacher if this is happening.

Make it Routine
Find a quiet, comfortable spot that is the go-to reading spot with your child. If you have other children, this can be tricky, I know! It’s
about finding the right time for you and your child. Whether it be just before they go to bed, or first thing in the morning. Do what
works for you!

Ease Into The Book
Get your child thinking about what the book might be about by asking some questions before you start reading. Here are some
examples of what you could ask:






What do you think this book is about? Why?
Do you think this is a story or a fact book? Why?
Can you read the title? Does this give you some more clues?
What can you notice about the picture on the front of the book?

Don’t Tell Them, Guide Them
If you tell your child every word they get stuck on, they won’t learn to use the reading strategies they are learning at school and will
expect you to tell them every time. This isn’t going to help them to develop and grow as readers.
Here are some basic reading strategies your child may have been taught in the classroom:








Can they use the picture to help?
Stretch out the word – so for the word shouted – ‘sh-ou-ted’.
Can they see for chunks in the word, or smaller words in a larger word – so for shouted – they could see ‘shout’, or ‘out’.
Can they sound out the word?
Get them to read to the end of the sentence for further clues. What would make sense?
Get them to work out the first sound of the word and get their mouth ready for the word.
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