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Principal: Paul Harmer
Deputy Principal: Lisa Tapp

Principal's Report

This week we recognise and acknowledge Reconciliation Week which begins today. 55 years to the day,
Australia’s most successful referendum saw more than 90 per cent of Australians vote to give the
Australian Government power to make laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and
recognise them in the Census.
We celebrate this in a variety of ways. It can look like conversations with students about the importance
of our first nation’s people and their culture, as well as recognising the need to strengthen relations to
achieve reconciliation in Australia. It's not only being brave and making change this week, but being
brave and making change every day.
‘Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating
a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.’ (nrw website)
Today we celebrated by inviting Ken Jones to speak at our assembly. He spoke about local Aboriginal
Culture and has a special interest in flora/fauna of this area. Thank you to Ken for making the time to be
with us on this day, and to Room 20 for hosting.

Governing Council
On Monday we held our Governing Council AGM and first meeting. I would like to welcome our new
members and welcome back our continuing members. Sarah Brennan was elected as the new
chairperson and I look forward to working with her and the Governing Council this year. The elected
Council is:
Chairperson: Sarah Brennan
Vice Chair: Krystal Owen
Secretary: Denise Mitselburg (Staff rep)
Treasurer: Meg Malseed (Community rep)
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Council Members: Hser Muang, Paw Kler, Daina Owen, Kieren Gosden, Cindy Johnson, Emma Ackerley,
Janelle Black, Tracey Lowrie, Loren Slaven. Other ex-officio members: Paul Harmer, Lisa Tapp and
Olu Lande.
Parents are welcome to speak to any of the members about school matters they would like to know
more about or to be discussed at Governing Council. The 2021 Annual Report will be published on the
school’s web page.

COVID protocols

The COVID protocols regarding masks will be changing in schools from next Monday.
From the start of week 5, face masks in education and care settings (schools, preschools and children’s
centres) will be:
• Strongly recommended (but not required) for all adults (including visitors) while indoors, except when
it impedes ability to teach
• Strongly recommended (but not required) for students in years 3 to 12 while indoors.
Anyone who is a close contact and is aged 12 years and older will need to wear a mask when they
leave the house for 7 days following exposure as per the SA Health close contact guidelines.

Interviews and Reports

Interviews will be conducted over the next two weeks, with the majority planned for next week. Please
make sure you have returned an interview slip or made contact with your child’s teacher to arrange a
time. Confirmation slips should have been sent back to parents by now, please contact the school if
you are yet to receive one.
This year we will also hand out the Mid-Year interim report at the interview, so that the teacher can go
through your child’s progress and goals with you at this meeting.
Parents who are not able to make interviews, will have the report sent home in the last week of term. If
your situation is such that you require two reports for separate parents, please let the teacher or
admin staff know.

Pupil Free Days
Pupil Free Days have been approved by the Governing Council for the 2022 school year. These are:
Term 2 – Monday June 20th - Australian Childhood Foundation – Trauma Informed Practice
Term 3 – Monday August 29th – Curriculum focus TBC
Term 4 – Monday November 7th - Data review, Assessment & Moderation
We will also have School Closure for Mt Gambier Show on Friday 21st October in line with the rest of
the district.

School Fees and School Card
A Reminder that School Fees are now OVERDUE.
School Card can be applied for online or you can see Olu in the Front Office if you would like a paper
copy. The School Card Scheme offers financial assistance with school fees (materials and services
charges) for students attending government schools in that year.
Eligibility for school card assistance is dependent upon the combined family gross income for the
2020-2021 financial year being within school card income limits.
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Lunch Orders
Lunch orders are on Monday only and will need to be placed before 7.30am Monday morning.
Lunches will be catered by the Mulga Street Primary School Canteen. To order download the QKR App
and search for Mount Gambier North Primary School, the menu and pricelist is available on the App,
payment is made via the QKR App.

TERM 2
Week 4: Friday 27/05/2022 NAIDOC Week Assembly
Week 6: Friday 10/06/2022 Assembly
Week 7: Monday 13/06/2022 Public Holiday
Week 8: Monday 20/06/2022 Student Free Day
Week 10: Friday 08/07/2022 Assembly
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Cross Country
On Friday, 20th May a group of students travelled to Naracoorte to take part in the 36th Cross
Country Championships. All students had a great day and represented our school in a very positive
manner. Well done to all.
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